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Transforming 
the future

#InnovaPlasticos - online
23/6/21

Dr. Bart Haelterman
Corporate Manager Sustainable Innovation and HS&E
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Recticel at a glance *
(* Proforma combined information of Recticel at 31.12.2020 & FoamPartner at 31.12.2020)
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• Recticel Flexible Foams + 

FoamPartner

• 2,754 employees

• 34 locations

• Sales in 38 countries

• M€ 562 Net sales (2020)

Our business lines: Recticel Engineered Foams 

• PIR based thermal insulation

• Fibre bonded foams for 

acoustic insulation

• High-performance vacuum 

insulation panels (VIP)

• 616 employees

• 7 locations

• Sales in 8 countries

• M€ 249.2 Net sales (2020)

• Development and 

production of consumer-

ready mattresses, slat-

bases and box springs

• 1,643 employees

• 10 locations

• M€ 241.8 Net sales 

(2020)

Recticel Bedding
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Transformation 

through 

responsible 

business

Our sustainability strategy
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The path to a circular economy ... Multiple ways - since 2013

6

Lower carbon impact

Chemical recycling

Mechanical recycling

New 

chemistries/technologies

Eco-design

Sorting

Industry 4,0
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The path to a circular economy ... Multiple ways

7

Lower carbon impact

- Bio-based

- Renewable

- CCU

- Recycled

- Mass balance
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• CO2 polyols cardyon® with Covestro

Multiple ways: Renewable raw materials
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• KAPUA® foam

• a minimum of one-seventh of oil content is replaced by CO2 based 
chemicals

Multiple ways: Renewable raw materials
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• Carbon4PUR

• H2020-IND-CE-2016-17: 

• Recticel part of consortium of 14 partners 

• Total budget 7,8 Mio €

• Started October 1st 2017

• TRL 4-6

• General objective: 
• Turning industrial waste gases (mixed CO/CO2 streams) into intermediates 

for polyurethane rigid foams/building insulation and coatings 
• 20-60% lower carbon footprint for PUR intermediates

Multiple ways: Renewable raw materials
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The path to a circular economy ... Multiple ways

11

Chemical recycling

New chemistries

Sorting
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PUReSmart RESTRICTED - Under Consortium Agreement, Confidential until Dec 31st 2026

12

PUReSmart’s ambition - reshape the value chain of PU and transform it into a long-

lasting raw material

PolyUrethane Recycling towards a Smart Circular 
Economy

Smart Sorting

Smart 
Chemolysis

Smart Design

Improve sorting abilities to gain 
clean material inputs for PU 
recycling

Modify chemolytic process to 
increase quality & quantity of 
recycled products

Design new molecules to make PU 
re-processable (thermoplastic 
characters)

Three main pillars

II

III

I

9 partners / 6 different countries / Coordinated by Recticel
Start in Q1 2019, duration 4 years 
EU-Funding: Total 6 mio€
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Multiple ways: PUReSmart: 
PolyUrethane Recycling towards a Smart Circular Economy 

IMPACT:

www.puresmart.eu
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haelterman.bart@recticel.com
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• Dr. Bart Haelterman graduated in Chemical Science in 1992 and

obtained a PhD in Chemical Science at the University of Leuven

in 1996. He worked for INEOS as an R&D responsible from 1996

till 2001 and subsequently was in charge of 3 batch and

continuous world scale production units from 2001 till 2006. He

joined Recticel in 2006 as R&D manager in automotive chemical

and technological R&D and he managed supplier quality

procedures for automotive, corporate R&D in the field of

compounds for CASE and future low lambda insulation concepts.

In 2013, he got the position of R&D portfolio manager responsible

for definition of projects in the fields of insulation, bedding, flexible

foams and sustainability. Since 2016, he was appointed as

Innovation Manager Corporate Sustainability and additionally

Corporate HS&E manager since 2017. He is PRINCE2®

Foundation certified project manager, fellow of the Chemistry

department of the KU Leuven and active in several industrial and

sectorialorganisations.
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For greater insight into the Recticel Group, 

visit our corporate website: www.recticel.com

http://www.recticel.com/

